ACBC Logo and Branding Use Policy
Effective Date: 8/14/2026
Applies To: All ACBC staff, representatives, publishing partners, volunteers, contractors, partners, and other individuals or organizations using ACBC branding
1. Purpose
The Association of Certified Biblical Counselors (ACBC) has established this policy to protect the integrity, consistency, and proper use of its name, logo, trademarks, and other identifying brand elements.
ACBC’s name and visual identity represent the organization and may communicate an official relationship, endorsement, sponsorship, certification, or other form of approval. For this reason, use of ACBC branding must be controlled and approved by ACBC.
This policy also exists to reduce the potential for confusion, unauthorized representation, and legal or organizational liability resulting from inappropriate or misleading use of ACBC branding.
2. Restricted Use
Use of the ACBC name, logo, marks, graphics, or other official branding is restricted to:
· Official ACBC staff and offices in the ordinary conduct of ACBC business;
· Official ACBC communications, publications, websites, podcasts, social media accounts, events, and promotional materials;
· Authorized ACBC representatives acting within the scope of their responsibilities; and
· Other individuals or training centers who have received specific approval from ACBC for a particular use.
Possession of an ACBC logo file or other branded asset does not constitute permission for public use of that asset.
3. Individual Approval Required
Any use of ACBC branding outside normal official ACBC communications requires prior approval.
Approval is granted on a case-by-case basis and applies only to the specific use, format, project, and context for which it was granted. Approval for one use does not constitute blanket permission for future or unrelated uses.
Requests for approval should be submitted to the Director of Communications and the Director of Membership and Certification and should include:
· The specific ACBC logo or branding element requested;
· The intended use and purpose;
· Where and how the branding will appear;
· The audience or distribution of the material; and
· The anticipated duration of the use.
ACBC reserves the right to deny, modify, limit, or revoke permission for any proposed use.
4. No Implied Endorsement or Affiliation
ACBC branding may not be used in a manner that could reasonably suggest that ACBC:
· Endorses a person, organization, product, service, ministry, event, or position;
· Sponsors or co-sponsors an event or activity;
· Has formally partnered with or affiliated with an organization;
· Certifies or approves a particular resource, teaching, practice, or organization; or
· Authorizes an individual or organization to speak or act on behalf of ACBC.
Where appropriate, ACBC may require language clarifying that a person or organization is not acting as an official representative of ACBC.
5. Personal and Third-Party Use
Individuals who have a relationship with ACBC—including certified counselors, conference speakers, volunteers, vendors, ministry partners, and other affiliated individuals or organizations—may not use the ACBC logo or branding on personal, business, ministry, or organizational materials without prior approval.
Examples include, but are not limited to:
· Websites and social media profiles;
· Business cards and letterhead;
· Advertisements;
· Ministry or church materials;
· Merchandise and apparel;
· Books, publications, or educational resources;
· Presentations and promotional materials;
· Events or conferences; and
· Products or services offered for sale.
An individual's certification, employment, speaking engagement, partnership, or other relationship with ACBC does not by itself grant permission to use ACBC branding.
6. Logo Modifications
Approved users may not alter, redraw, distort, recolor, animate, combine, or otherwise modify the ACBC logo or other official brand elements unless specifically authorized.
ACBC may provide approved logo files and usage specifications when permission is granted.
7. Use in Connection With Events
The ACBC logo may not be used to promote, advertise, or identify an event as an ACBC event without prior approval.
This includes events hosted or sponsored by churches, ministries, organizations, certified counselors, or other third parties.
Approval to participate in, speak at, sponsor, or otherwise contribute to an event does not automatically authorize the event organizer to use ACBC branding.
8. Liability and Organizational Protection
ACBC controls the use of its branding in part to protect the organization and its constituents from confusion regarding the source, sponsorship, endorsement, or responsibility associated with a particular activity or communication.
Unauthorized use of ACBC branding may create actual or perceived obligations, representations, endorsements, or liabilities on behalf of ACBC that the organization has not authorized.
Accordingly, ACBC reserves the right to require the immediate removal or correction of unauthorized or misleading use of its branding.
9. Enforcement
ACBC may request that any unauthorized use of its name, logo, or branding be removed or corrected immediately.
Continued or repeated unauthorized use may result in the suspension or termination of applicable privileges, relationships, permissions, or other forms of affiliation with ACBC, as appropriate.
Nothing in this policy limits any other rights or remedies available to ACBC under applicable law.
10. Questions and Approval
When in doubt, do not use ACBC branding until approval has been obtained.
Questions regarding the appropriate use of ACBC branding, or requests for permission to use ACBC branding, should be directed to:
Daniel Sylvester
Director of Events and Communications
dsylvester@biblicalcounseling.com

